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WHAT SO N

Oakville choirs win top honours at World Games
Oakville Beaver

Friday, July 20, 2012

With the World Choir Games happening in North America for the first time in its seven years, the Oakville Children’s
Choir (OCC) was quick to send its young musicians to the event to compete.
It was good thinking as the group returned home with some good results.
The OCC’s Senior Choir and Chamber Choir earned gold in their categories after achieving high scores in their
competitions. The group’s Indigo Voices choir also performed in a non-competitive concert at the games, which are
considered the Olympics of choral music.
“It’s very exciting for myself, the whole artistic staff and the children,” said artistic director Sarah Morrison. “We’re
honoured to be doing this well at the international level. It confirms the excellent music education programs here in
Canada.”
The OCC went down to the games with 44 of its choristers in the Senior Choir, which won gold in the Open
Competition: Category 3, Youth Choirs of Equal Voices. Eighteen of those choristers also competed in the Open
Competition: Category 13, Musica Sacra (sacred music) as part of the Chamber Choir, which also earned gold standing.
The choir games ran July 4-14. The OCC competed July 5 and was back home by July 8, after spending a week in
Cincinnati.

As enjoyable as performing and competing was, Morrison said the young musicians had lots of fun elsewhere as well.
“The coolest part for them was when they were meeting other choirs from around the world,” she said.
The students interacted with members of other choirs, talked about music and learned from each other and even sang
together outside of competition.
“I’ve never seen anything like it in my life. It was very amazing how they interacted and just sang together in the
streets,” Morrison said.
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Spotting other choirs wasn’t difficult. Some 360 choirs from around the world were in Cincinnati for the event, with
each group wearing its own colours.
Morrison said the students got a first hand glimpse of just how uniting music can be.
“Singing has a strangely great power to sort of heal and bring people together,” she said.
Morrison added the competition provided the choristers with a learning experience.

“The kids learned so much this whole week from watching other choirs from around the world,” she said. “We see a
choir from Namibia, not having travelled there, and we can see how they approach music, how they sing, what
techniques they’re using, what movement they do with the music. It’s totally different than what we’re used to.”
Morrison said her choristers witnessed the various music traditions from around the world, seeing differences and
similarities.
“Other young people around the world are doing what they’re doing, they’re singing in a choir, maybe singing
traditional or folk music of their country. There are differences and a lot of similarities too and we can all learn from
them,” Morrison said.
•••••
The Tempus Choral Society has won a bronze medal at the 2012 World Choir Games.
The chorus group was awarded the honour in the Champions Jazz category at the games, which were in Cincinnati,

Ohio from July 4-14.
“It’s a giant event — truly the Olympics of choir music,” said Brian Turnbull, Tempus director. “This year about 350
amateur choirs from 48 countries competed. I’m extremely proud our choristers did so well.”
To win a medal, choirs must achieve a certain number of points during a juried competition.
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According to a press release, Tempus competed against choirs that audition each of its members and practise 12 hours
a week year-round.
“We’re somewhat more relaxed,” Turnbull said.
“The choir formally practices two hours a week and we usually take the summer off. We do have section parts with
audio on our website so members can do extra practice at home.”
While Tempus competed in the jazz category at the World Choir Games, it typically performs an eclectic program that
also includes pop, classical, Broadway, ballads and gospel, according to the release.
The Tempus Choral Society’s next major performance will be its annual Christmas concert in Oakville.
For more information, visit www.tempuschoralsociety.com.
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